
	

Unit Regional and Interregional Interactions:  
Trade, Islam, and Christendom 

Writing a Document- 
Based Essay Introduction 2 

 
 
Writing an effective social science essay is an essential skill that is composed of a thorough introduction, and as many 
comprehensive supporting paragraphs as are necessary, ending with a conclusion. This question is designed to test your ability to 
work with and understand historical documents. 
 
 
Compose an original introduction from the following sample question (be sure to complete all of the tasks): 
Using the documents, discuss differences between the attitudes of Christianity and Islam toward merchants and 
trade from the religions’ origins until about 1450. Are there indications of change over time in either case, or both?  
 
 
In this exercise, you will address 2 [of the possible 7] points on the AP DBQ Rubric: Contextualization and Thesis 
 
In your response you should do the following.  
• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.  
• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning. 
 
 
The essential elements of an introduction for a document-based essay: 
 
 

1. Contextualization: think of this as a “V” formation where you go from the broad to the specific. 
• The first sentence should be a BROAD STATEMENT about the historical events, developments, or 

processes that occurred BEFORE the topic of the prompt.  
• The successive sentences should offer more detail, BUT not too specific. Provide BACKGROUND 

INFORMATION (who?, what?, when?, where?). 
• The information included in the contextualization, CANNOT be repeated later in the essay for credit. 
• You must use at least ONE specific example (i.e., person, place, event), not to be repeated in the essay. 
• DO NOT DISCUSS THE DOCUMENTS in the contextualization.  
• Remember to think of this like the Star Wars Crawl. 

 
 
2. Thesis: (points of contention include “A, B”). 

• State your defendable, all-encompassing THESIS that RESPONDS TO THE PROMPT rather than 
restating or rephrasing the prompt. However, use the LANGUAGE of the prompt. 

• Consider how you will GROUP YOUR DOCUMENTS: which ones work best together to make your 
argument? 

• CONNECT ALL MAJOR POINTS to be discussed in the body paragraphs in one-to-three sentences 
(do not just simply list the points, but develop them sufficiently). 

• For each MAJOR POINT, parenthetically list which docs will be used to defend it. Ex – (1, 2, 5, 6) 
• Underline your thesis statement. 
 

	
	



AP® WORLD HISTORY FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 
 

WORLD HISTORY 
SECTION II 

 
Total Time—1 hour and 40 minutes 

 
 

Question 1 (Document-Based Question) 
Suggested reading and writing time: 1 hour 

 
 
It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 45 minutes writing your response. 

Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over. 
 
 
Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the 
purpose of this exercise.  
 
 
In your response you should do the following.  
• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.  
• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning. 
	
	
	
1. Using the documents, discuss differences between the attitudes of Christianity and Islam 
toward merchants and trade from the religions’ origins until about 1450. Are there indications 
of change over time in either case, or both?  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	


